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Welcome to the second MATCH migration 

and sports project newsletter 
 

About six months 

later we come up 

with fresh news 

on what happened 

in this period 

about the 

integration of 

migrants true 

sports. In this 

issue, we will tell 

you about two 

meetings which 

have taken place: 

the first one in 

October in 

Bolzano-Italy and 

the second one in 

March in Lousada 

– Portugal.    

Integration of migrants in nowadays society is a 

key issue. In a Europe that has no physical barriers 

that prevent people to move around when they 

arrive to a foreign country the cultural and 

language barriers are hug, often the sports, 

because of its international language, presents as 

the only place where they may feel integrate and 

easily interact with the local people.    

The main aim of the learning partnership project is 

the mutual exchange of practises and experience 

as well as the collection of best practice approaches 

in the field of integration of migrants through 

sport. 

„MigrAtion and SporTs – a CHallenge 

for Sports Associations and Trainers” 



 

You find us on: 
   

www.match-eu.at 

www.verwaltung.steiermark.at/sport 

www.coni.it 

www.cvsbeh.co.uk 

www.cm-lousada.pt  

www.hoo.hr  
 

Next project meeting will be held in 

Croatia for 11-12 June 2013 hosted by the 

National Olympic Committee of Croatia 

During the first meeting several partners led 

variety of workshops including one on 

intercultural competence which created a superb 

discussion between all partners.

2nd meeting Lousada-Portugal 

The Second meeting was really productive, led by 

Portuguese and Austrian partners and also 

including – Italian, Croatian and British 

organisations. The meeting opens with greetings 

and the introduction of the new participants. After 

that the Councillor for Sports from the Lousada 

City Hall – Eduardo Vilar welcomes everybody to 

the meeting and hopes they all enjoy their stay in 

Portugal. 

As it happens in the first meeting, we had a great 

opportunity to interact again with each other and 

the integration of the new trainees that attended to 

this meeting was made in a very particular way, by 

using a game “braking the ice” with a tennis ball, 

which would be passed on by the hands of all the 

participant and they present themselves to the 

others.  

Besides the intensiveness of the meeting, we had 

plenty of opportunities to network.  

Again the mixture of partners was absolutely great, 

because the staff already known each other since 

the first meeting, in times of work it was really 

productive. With all of the working hours, a strong 

friendship between all the partners is being built. 

The Dissemination Activities: Monika from the 

regional government of Steiermark in particular 

presented the functionalities of our website 

www.match-eu.at and how the dropbox can be 

used to insert the dissemination activities of the 

past months and also illustrating photos of the first 

and second meetings, so to inform M.A.T.C.H. 

project Europe on time.  

The other very interesting thing was the 

presentations made by some of the partners/ 

trainees, where they gave us examples of good 

practices in their own organizations. Michal from 

CVS Broxbourne and East Herts although is the 

only organisation which is not sport related, shown 

us how connecting with sports organizations in 

their homeland his organization made the 

difference to better integrate immigrants. Also 

Walter Grobbauer from Styrian Tennis Federation 

http://www.verwaltung.steiermark.at/sport
http://www.coni.it/
http://www.cvsbeh.co.uk/
http://www.cm-lousada.pt/
http://www.hoo.hr/
http://www.match-eu.at/


 

 

also gave us their examples of best integrate the 

immigrants.   

The second day began quite early which included 

presentations of projects exemplifying the study 

that the different organizations involved in the 

European study are performing inside their own 

organizations and how they integrate their 

immigrants. Laura Savoia from Sports Department 

Government of South Tyrol presented the 

statistical data of a questionnaire that each partner 

made to their on trainees about how they make the 

integration of their immigrants in their teams. This 

proved to be very useful to identify the good 

practice examples made by each partner true their 

trainees, because they are in fact the main goal of 

this work.  

This day ended with discussion group’s activities, 

and also with a group section that was presented 

by Thomas Hager from CARITAS-steiermark. He 

led a group activity that shown to all of us how our 

first thought about the action of a person can be 

deceiving. Thomas and Monika, which cooperate 

in a theatre situation, with no resource to words 

(only by physical language), created a scenery 

where we all had to analyse and comment our 

perception about what we saw. By the end of 

session we all came to the same conclusion that, or 

by our past or by our cultural influence, our “eyes” 

can be very critical, instead of the really situation, 

that was exactly the opposite of what we were 

thinking.  It was a great experience because 

although most of us thought we were open to the 

difference, we realize that the prejudice ultimately 

and unconsciously dictate our perception of what 

we observe that is different that we are used to.  

In 11 and 12 of June the 3rd project meeting will be 

held in Zagreb - Croatia hosted by the Olympic 

Committee of Croatia. 
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